SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
keenness in the souls of men. Yet, I believe, it is going
to take six years to put up a single bridge! The reason
is not technical, but financial, to be attributed entirely
to the difficulty of "raising money/* with which we deal
briefly in Appendix B.
There are not many Subotniki left now in Russia,
for this particular phase has now been largely super-
seded. I was fortunate, however, in being able to
watch a group of them at Batum, at the east end of the
Black Sea. A few dozen young men, with picks and
shovels, were clearing a fair-sized patch of land at the
edge of the sea. They were making a swimming pool
and sports ground. They called out cheerily to me
"Subotniki," and were delighted when I understood
what it was all about.
The great phase of Udarnikism, the phase of
enthusiastic unskilled labour, largely with foreign
experts, was described as the passing of revolutionary
ardour from the stage of the struggle between man, and
man to a higher level, namely, the level of struggle
with the bare physical environment of society. An
element of sport entered into this stage. Out of the
shock brigades of enthusiasts in industry, and the
groups of Subotniki, developed Socialist competition.
Different units in industry, shipping and agriculture
would compete with one another, in the output of
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